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The following research projects are being conducted within the Griffith University – Gold Coast Family Interaction Program:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Family Interactions: The Effectiveness of Parent-Child Interaction Therapy on Caregiver Sensitivity and Child Maltreatment Reductiona
Thomas, Rae Louise, PhD student
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aPCIT services for families are partially supported by the Queensland Department of Child Safety: Future Directions

Links between child maltreatment (CM) and insecure attachment relationships have been reported in the child developmental literature for decades (e.g., Cicchetti & Toth, 1995; Egeland, Sroufe & Erickson, 1983). The relationship of the caregiver and child characteristics to CM have been studied extensively. The quality of the interaction of the caregiver and child has received less attention in the past research.  The current study focuses on the dyadic influences of CM, exploring the hypothesis that the likelihood of CM is heightened when maladaptive parent-child relationships and interactions foster non-optimal caregiving environments. Parent-child interaction therapy (PCIT) is an evidence-based parenting program for caregivers and children with maladaptive interactions and child behavior difficulties (Eyberg, 1988). Although founded in attachment and social learning theories, evaluation of PCIT has predominantly focused on child behavior change. The proposed research endeavors to study the effectiveness of PCIT in altering maladaptive parent-child interactions, firstly by increasing the caregivers sensitivity to the child through positive communication and play, and secondly by providing the caregiver with positive, effective discipline strategies.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
The Effectiveness of Parent-Child Interaction Therapy with Depressed Caregiversa
Mark Scholes, Professional Cinical Psychology Doctorate Student
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aPCIT services for families are partially supported by the Queensland Department of Child Safety: Future Directions

This study will directly address issues that have not previously been studied in relation to parenting programs (i.e., Parent-Child Interaction Therapy) and maternal depression. The effectiveness of Parent-Child Interaction Therapy (PCIT) will be examined in a sample of families at-risk of or with a history of child maltreatment. Caregivers and children (age 3-7) are assessed at numerous time-points (i.e., pre, 6-week, 12-week, completion, 1-month follow-up) with depressed and non-depressed caregivers, on a number of variables. There are three unique aspects of this experimental study that significantly add to the research conducted on maternal depression and parenting programs. Firstly, three measures of depression will be used and combined to categorize depressed and non-depressed caregivers including a brief semi-structured interview, the Beck Depression Inventory II, and observational measures. The aim of this multi-method approach is to determine agreement between depression measures and to ensure that an accurate and consistent label will be given to the depressed caregiver group. Secondly, this study will be the first to directly measure the effects of depression within a parenting program without modifying the program to include a depression component. This will allow for a full investigation of the impact maternal depression has on the treatment process. Furthermore, this will be the first comprehensive study to evaluate the effectiveness of PCIT with depressed and non-depressed caregivers. Due to the observational assessment protocol in PCIT, the coding of specific caregiver behaviors will be possible to determine initial and continual differences between depressed and non-depressed caregivers. Lastly, variables will be directly measured such as dropout rate, additional individual sessions, and length in treatment. This will allow the investigation of differences between depressed and non-depressed caregivers and will have direct implications for treatment providers.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Peer Relationships and Social Behaviors of Maltreated Children and Their

Classmates: A Multi-method Study
Anthonysamy, Angela, Professional Cinical Psychology Doctorate Student

COMPLETED May 2005
[image: image4.jpg]



Dissertation Abstract

Understanding the peer relationships of young children with a history of maltreatment at home will progress the understanding of the link between early troubled family relationships and the mental health of young people. The major aim of the present study was to determine whether young children with a known history of maltreatment at home have more problematic peer relationships when compared with their classmates without any known history of maltreatment. The secondary aims of this study were to investigate how the social behaviours of all children impact upon peer acceptance and rejection, and whether maltreatment is associated with peer problems even after accounting for children’s behaviours with peers. Finally, multiple methods and reporters were utilised to obtain information on children’s peer relationships, and the results based on these different methods were compared. Participants included 25 children (age 4 to 8) with a history of maltreatment and their 375 classmates. Participants came from 24 classrooms in 22 preschools and primary schools. The results of this study showed that young children with a known history of maltreatment are significantly more rejected by their peers compared with their classmates. The findings also showed that young children’s physical aggression, withdrawal and prosocial behaviour are associated with peer status. Children who are aggressive and withdrawn have more problems in their peer relationships, including being less liked, less accepted and more rejected. Alternatively, children who are more prosocial are more liked and accepted by peers. When only maltreated children were examined, peer rejection was associated with relatively higher aggressive and lower prosocial behaviours, but not associated with withdrawal. Children’s reports had moderate covariance with reports from teachers, and results were usually similar whether peer or teacher reports were used. Hence, very young children seemed able to nominate and rate their peers as accepted or rejected. Findings indirectly associate early family experiences with problems in peer relationships, especially peer rejection, highlighting the need for prevention and intervention efforts targeted at young maltreated children and their families.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Sequential Analysis: Coding Coercive Interactions Between Mother-Child Dyads 

Completing a Frustrating Task
McCarthy, Kate, Professional Cinical Psychology Doctorate Student
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The maltreatment of children, in the form of physical abuse, sexual abuse or neglect, is a severe problem that affects all societies worldwide, including Australia. In one regional Queensland office for the Department of Youth Families and Community Care, an increase of 44.8% in annual notifications of child physical maltreatment from 1997 to 1999 was recorded (Department of Families and Community Care, 2000). Child maltreatment is clearly negative for the child in the short-term, but also increases risks of children's violent behavior and psychopathology later in life (Sappington, 2000). Given the scope and intensity of the phenomena the interactive nature involved in this problem, such as coercive family cycles that may lead to child maltreatment, deserves continued attention (Patterson, 1982).
The aim of the current study is to develop a system to code and analyze specific behaviors and verbalizations that occur in parent-child interactions with families who have been identified as at-risk for, or engaged in, child maltreatment (CM). Interactions that may be linked with the escalating cycles of negative interaction and maltreatment will be the focus. The coding system will then be used with 40 mother-child dyads to identify sequences of behaviors displayed by both the caregiver and their child when interacting to complete a frustrating task.

